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Mr. William J. Casey
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. Casey:

I am enclosing for your review an article by David North that appeared
in Aviation Week & Space Technology on March 17, 1986. The article alleges
that the Defense Department and the CIA are implementing a disinformation
campaign with respect to certain weapon systems and U.S. technology. 1 am
concerned about these allegations, particularly as they relate to use of the
American press and Congressional hearings to spread disinformation, and I
would appreciate your responding to the article.

Among other things, the article states that the "Defense Dept., in
conjunction with the Central Intelligence Agency, has initiated a
disinformation program . . . to impede the transfer of accurate
technological information to the Soviet Union."” It adds that the decision
'topnsueﬁxecoordmataduseofdisinfamatimbyanmberofgovenmmt
agencies was made more than two years ago, . . . ocovers 15-20 programs, six
or seven of which are Defense Dept. projects,” and may be extended to cover
all operational levels within the Defense Department. The CIA is described
as "a chief coordinator far the release through various chamnels of
Geliberately false, incamplete and misleading information."

I recognize that the United States has an interest in protecting
sensitive infarmation. There is no question that such information should be
classified. There may also be circumstances when it is appropriate to
provide false or misleading information to cur adversaries thrrough foreign
sources (e.g., double agents).

However, the article suggests that the Department and the Agency may be
providing false or misleading infarmation to our own press and congressional
camittees. It quotes one unnamed Defense Department official as follows:

"1f same of the results of the disinformation activity
on a particular program get passed to Congress through
hearings or other means, there are channels on the Hill

that can be used to get the correct information to the
people who need to know."

It adds that a six-inch thick document has been circulated within the
Department that includes "a request for comments on the use of false
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requests for proposals, false or misleading infarmation to be given at press

interviews, inaccurate performance figures for aircraft and weapon systems,
and other altered technical information.”

I believe that providing false or misleading information to the
Hmimmmxgressi&cuuﬁttaesmldu&mﬁmﬁnf&ﬂmofﬁe
American people press credibility of our t,

Which 1s fundamental in & democracy Such s Ours.  An open society doas Bave
more difficulty in protecting sensitive information than a closed society,
but risking the confidence of our people in their goverrment by
disseminating false or misleading information in our nation could be very

For these reasons, I believe it is imperative for you to respond fully
and accurately to the allegations made in this article. If these
allegations are false, it would also seem appropriate far the Defense
Department and the CIA to make that clear publicly, perhaps in a letter to
the editor of Aviation Week and Space Technology .

I loock farward to your early response.

(Z

Matthew F. McHugh

With best regards.

MM:gb
Encl
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-U. S. Using Disinformation Policy

To Impede Technical Data Flow

By David M. North

Washington—The Defense Dert., in con-
junction with the Central Intelhgence
Agency, has ininated a dismformanon
program that 1t is applving 10 a number of
its aircraft and weapons development pro-
jects to impede the transfer of accurate
technological information 10 the Soviet
Union.

The policy decision to pursue the coor-
dinated use of disinformation by a number
of government agencies was made nore
than two years ago, according to officials
involved in the program.

The CIA is & chief coordinator for the
release through vanous channels of delib-
eraicly false. incomplete and nusleading
information.  The disinformanen  effort
covers 15-20 programs. s or seven of
which are Defense Dept. proiects.

Programs lihely 10 be covered by the
Defense Dept s disinformaton policy in-
clude the Air Force™s special nission air-
craft fiying n Novada, the Air Foree's
Advanced Technolozy Bomber (ATB)
the Nuovy's Acvunced Tacueal Awcrul
(ATA) and the Sirategic Defense Instia-
tive. one gvernment official sad.

Counterintelligence Benefit

“There hus been discussion on estabhish-
ing a ditnformation, or counterintell-
gence, progium of deceprion for years.”
another govermunent official said It was
not uniil recentiy that, afier watching the
Soviet Union practice this philosophy for
vears. the U. S deoided it would benefit
by creating a simnar program.

“Basically. you provide the Soviel
Union with fuise o7 puariiy true data that
prompts then: 1o make dedisions on WIong
perceptions. The uoive pant of the dis-
informaton program has been going on
for = um: but 1t has not been unti! very
recent!yv that there has been an increased
emplasis o thos type of approach Lo pro-
gram man:

An outlinc

Defense Depi. disinfor-
mation actisitics 'm\oi\’ing all operational
levels receniny  was cheulated  among
many of the smmed senvices’ program: of-
fices and deparitanis sigrulily anoin-
creased cmphass on the woine e of
disnformaia

According 1o ong governmuent ofhoal,
the 6-in-thick document includes o re-
quest for conunents on the use of faiw
requests for proponals. faise or misleading
information 1 bc gnen at press antui-
Views 1nascunate pg Tormance Bgures for
arrcrafl and weaPn svsiems, and oibher
alicred technicz. anlormaten

} -
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The oxtent of disinformation  envi-
sioned by some Defense Dept. officials,
and already m place m some military pro-
grams, could cover the specirum of weap-
on system development. Fhas disinforma-
tion apphication would include documents
needed to initiate a specific project, such
as a program objective memorandum. Dis-
information would then be applied to the
development schedule, prototype perfor-
mance, testing results, production sched-
ules and operational achievements.

“Disinformation can be injected at ev-
ery stage of a weapon program from docu-
nientation and the test envelope, to the
actual operation of the system,” a Defense

Dept. official said. “The range of decep-
tion can apply from the release of some
inaccurate performance data and program
miiestones to the creation of a weapon
system that does not exist with funds sp-
propriated for the system being spent
somewhere else.

“The most dangerous technique in sup-
plying deliberately false information i a
mixture of truth and fiction,” he said.
*This gives the Soviets a lot more to wor-
ry about.

“The most difficult decision in carryinf
out disinformation activity of this type i
to determine what to convey and why. Ar
active disinformation policy can cover in

Korean Air Force Accepts F-16D Fighter

BRI A ST e J“'W.‘ #” M“ I""

General Dynamics F-16D muitimission fighter for the Republic of Korea Air Force 1s showr
test flight near the comp2ny's plant in Ft. Worth, Tex , prior tc acceptance by Korean otfici:
The dual-seat F-16D 1o the lirst of the latest model F-16 10 go to an allied nation. The U. S.
fcrce began receiving F-15C ‘D models last year The F-16C/D aircratt teature improved rac
erpanded-capacity firc control computers, greater structural strength for higher weadons lo:
anc winng provisions for advanced weapons now under development. Single-seat F-1
aircrait are tC ve deivered lzter 16 horez. which has orderes 35 F-16s 10 date.

L1530l
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ternational, national, strategic. regional
and tactical deceptions.

“The Soviet deception Strategy covers
mos: of these elements.” he sumid “The
ones undertaken by the Defense Dept. are
more involved with regional consider-
ations covering an overall battie plan and
arc tactical in nature, rather than strate-
gic

Defense Dept. funding for disinforma-
tion activity is not large, the official said.
Most of the funds required to generate
overt false information have come from
individual program budgets. The official
also said that following traditiona! intelli-
gence practice in compartmenting respon-
sibility and chain of command. no single
person is in charge of disinformation ac-
tivity at the Defense Dept., although a
number of top government officialc are
aware that deception is being used in
some of their programs.

The oversight of the disinformation pro-
cess at the Defense Dept. is the responsi-
bility of & number of advison groups, he
said.

Correct Channels

“H some of the resu'ts of the disinfor-
mation activity on a particular program
gt passed to Congress through hearings
or other means, there are channels ¢n the
H:lt that can be used to get the correct
information to the people who necd 1o
know.” the official said. “Program budget
amounts sent to Congress are cerrect.”

Roy Godson, an associate professcr of
gevernment “at  Georgetown Unrniersiny
and a government consultant. believes
there are benefits to be derived fromr mak.-
ing disinformation a matter of nanona)
policy. but he thinks that it will be diff-
cult to implement fully in the U. S

The establishment of a tactical disin-
formation program is more feasibie than a
strategic program. Godson said. There are
numerous factors that work against a
long-term deception program by the U.S.
government, Godson said. The first is that
the U. S democratic political svstem does
not lend itself 1o making long-term naton-
al secunty policy choices. Another nega-
tive factor in establishing this type of
program, he said, is that by its very nature
it knowingly misleads the American peo-
ple. a dangerous precedent.

Another obstacle in implementing a dis-
information program as envisioned by the
Defense Dept. is that too many people
would have to be aware that false or mis-
leading information is being transmuned

“This type of an operation wouid have
1o be a tightly held secret and we " .2 n 2
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very mformation-porous svstem.™ Giods;
sad. It s not bhe the Sovier U,
where all maor government entities ape
mohed in this techmique 1o hielp o ke
Soviet objectives.

"By saying that we have a disinforma.
ton pelicy aimed ot the Soviet LUimon,™
Guodson  said. “muavhe we are
disnformation.™

Another view of the disinformation ae-
tivity was offered by a special adviser to
the Defense Dept. on similar matiers

“The Soviet policy makers eaphat our
willingness 1o histen to ali opinions, and in
very few instances do the Sovier people
hear the actual policies of the Uniied
States and it alhes.” the adviser surd “The
Soviets have used active deceptions in an
attempt to change policies 10 numerous
Instances, including  the
cruise mussiles n Europe and attempts o
discredit our alliznces with other nations

“Our embarking on disinforniation a7
tivity raises mary difficull and emoiienal
problems, that stili need 10 he overcome.
But we need to do it 5

Creatmy

Ariane Launch Postponed
Washington—a~. anomaly discovered in
telemetry data from the European Ariane
V16 vehicle taunched last month from
Kourou, Frencr Guiana. has caused pcs:-
ponement of the V17 mission untit comr.
pletion of a techmea! review, expectec b,
Mzr 17

By eariy last weer. analysis 0f V16 dz'z
had progressed to nozzle-vertor actuz%crs
on the Ariane 1 Viking first-stage engincc,
which are built by £erospatials anc Sz
te Europeenne de Propulsion (SEP, of
France

The Feb 22 Izunzh of the Spot-? Earth
resources satelite and Sweger's Viking
scientitic satellite was the last tight for the
basic Ariane 1 (avas? Mar. 3. p.21)

Actuator on the second of four firct
stage engines showed a reading 8% above
nominal pressure for the first 30 sec. ¢!
the flight. It then returned to norma:,
according to Philipp= P. Rasse, director o
engineening at Arianespace, Inc. Enginesrs
at Societe Anonyme Belge de Constrye.
tions Aeronautiques (Sabca) of Beigium.
SEP's actuator subcontractor, were at-
tempting to reproduce the anomaly late
last week and determine its cause.

The V17 launch of GStar 2 and Brasn.
sat $2 communications satellites on ar.
Ariane 2 vehicle previously was schedu!: :
for Mar. 14 anc ncw is expected or NMa-
12 from the new ELA-2 site at khourou

placement  of
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Stuck Wing Forces
No. 2 B-1B to Land

At High Speed

Los Angeles—Air Foroe pilots completed
asuceessful bighpeed Landmyg of the see-
ond production U, S Ajr Force/Rockwell
Intermational B 1B homber at Fdwards
AFB, Calif L week after the arrcraft’s
vanable-sweep wings became stuck in a
WP posttion during a training flight,
The pilots also landed the bomber with
orly three of four vngines operating after
shutting down the wireraft's No. 3 engine
as a precautionary measure afier receiving
a warning light indication in the cockpit

The No. 2 B 1B was on o local 1raining
flight out of it« home base at Dyess AFB.
Tex., when the wing became stuck at the
S5-deg. sweep position. Air Force officials
decided 1o iy the B-IB 10 Edwards 1o
take advantage of the base's 15.000-f1.
muir runway and lihebed runway exten-
sienarea af needed for the high-speed
landing.

238-Kt. Landing

Air Force Ma) Divid Holmes, Instruc-
tor prlor and piles Maj. Bill Fier brought
the arreraft down on Edwards runway 04
abanprosinnately 23 ki indicated  air-
speed and began appiving the brakes at
239 Kt The aircraft used up 13000 fi. of
rinway during the roi'out after landing a
htde boyond the thishold. The pilots
turned the B-iB of omo (he naway
whete o fire truck mar the aircraflt and
extingu-hed a smad, brabe fire

A 2iimember mrestigetion and mainte-
Hanes tean was flewn from Dyess 1o Eg-
wards following the landing 1o begin an
anzlvas of the inciden:, Prehminary re-
potts andicote that the arerah sustamned
lnnted damiage e the brahes und tires as
a result of the lunding A prelimiqary in-
spection of the Gererws Elezing FI0L-GE-
TE2 rurbofan that was shut dows, did not
Tesen ans engine probleins

Tre investigation 1eam wae able to du-
ricate the wing sweep faiture by hyvdrauli-
cally cycling the wings during ground
lests. but the actual cause had not been
identified as of late last week, according to
the Air Force Neither the fight test air-
craft at Edwards or carly production air-
crali ut Dyess were grounded as « result
of the mishap

Five crewmembers were on board the
normally four-seat B-1B jor the training
flight. The extra crewmembser, Maj. Dean
Hodgson, an aviemes sysiems nstructor,
was scated in o jump seat. The other crew-
members included Muj Jim LaSzivia. of-
fensive sestems aperator, and Cum Fred
Strar. defensive sy aems operator None
were imured during the landing

T rean
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